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1466.8 Program requirements. 
1466.9 EQIP plan of operations. 
1466.10 Conservation practices. 
1466.11 Technical and other assistance pro-

vided by qualified personnel not affili-
ated with USDA. 

Subpart B—Contracts and Payments 

1466.20 Application for contracts and select-
ing offers from producers. 

1466.21 Contract requirements. 
1466.22 Conservation practice operation and 

maintenance. 
1466.23 Cost-share rates and incentive pay-

ment levels. 
1466.24 EQIP payments. 
1466.25 Contract modifications and transfers 

of land. 
1466.26 Contract violations and termination. 
1466.27 Conservation Innovation Grants 

(CIG). 

Subpart C—General Administration 

1466.30 Appeals. 
1466.31 Compliance with regulatory meas-

ures. 
1466.32 Access to operating unit. 
1466.33 Performance based upon advice or 

action of representatives of NRCS. 
1466.34 Offsets and assignments. 
1466.35 Misrepresentation and scheme or de-

vice. 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 714b and 714c; 16 
U.S.C. 3839aa–3839–8 

SOURCE: 68 FR 32348, May 30, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 1466.1 Applicability. 

Through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides assistance to eligible 
farmers and ranchers to address soil, 
water, air, and related natural re-
sources concerns, and to encourage en-
hancements on their lands in an envi-
ronmentally beneficial and cost-effec-
tive manner and to assist producers in 
complying with environmental regula-
tions. The purposes of the program are 
achieved by implementing structural 
and land management conservation 
practices on eligible land. 

§ 1466.2 Administration. 
(a) The funds, facilities, and authori-

ties of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion (CCC) are available to NRCS for 
carrying out EQIP. Accordingly, where 

NRCS is mentioned in this part, it also 
refers to the CCC’s funds, facilities, and 
authorities where applicable. 

(b) NRCS and the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will consult, at the Na-
tional level, in establishing policies, 
priorities, and guidelines related to the 
implementation of this part. FSA may 
continue to participate in EQIP 
through participation on State Tech-
nical Committees and Local Work 
Groups. 

(c) NRCS supports ‘‘locally-led con-
servation’’ by using State Technical 
Committees at the state level and 
Local Work Groups at the county/par-
ish level to advise NRCS on technical 
issues relating to the implementation 
of EQIP such as: 

(1) Identification of priority natural 
resource concerns; 

(2) Identification of which conserva-
tion practices should be eligible for fi-
nancial assistance; and 

(3) Establishment of cost-share rates 
and incentive payment levels. 

(d) No delegation in this part to 
lower organizational levels shall pre-
clude the Chief of NRCS from deter-
mining any issues arising under this 
Part or from reversing or modifying 
any determination made under this 
Part. 

(e) NRCS may enter into agreements 
with other Federal or State agencies, 
Indian Tribes, conservation districts, 
units of local government, public or 
private organizations and individuals 
to assist NRCS with implementation of 
the program in this part. 

§ 1466.3 Definitions. 
The following definitions will apply 

to this part and all documents issued 
in accordance with this Part, unless 
specified otherwise: 

Agricultural land means cropland, 
rangeland, pasture, private non-indus-
trial forest land, and other land on 
which crops or livestock are produced. 

Agricultural operation means a parcel 
or parcels of land whether contiguous 
or noncontiguous, constituting a cohe-
sive management unit for agricultural 
purposes. An agricultural operation 
shall be regarded as located in the 
county in which the principle dwelling 
is situated, or if there is no dwelling 
thereon, it shall be regarded to be in 
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